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Duck breeding and research in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area

. *1 . *2
Hiroyasu Saegusa™ , Minoru Tanaka

*! Tokyo Metropolitan Industrial Technology Research Institute Food Research Centre

*? Former Tokyo Metropolitan Livestock Experiment Station Edogawa Branch

Abstract

In 1938, the Livestock Division was established in the Edogawa Branch of the Tokyo Prefectural Agricultural
Experiment Station, which marked the beginning of the Edogawa Branch of the Tokyo Metropolitan Livestock
Experiment Station.

Duck breeding and experimental research were conducted at Metropolitan Livestock Experiment Station until 2012.
Ducks were bred in the early Showa era for the purpose of weeding paddy fields in eastern Tokyo. Ducks were also
supplied to upmarket high-class restaurants in Tokyo and reared by cut flower growers on the Izu islands to control
undergrowth.

In 1972, "Beijing duck" eggs presented by China to Japan to commemorate the restoration of diplomatic relations
between Japan and China, hatched and the chicks were distributed to research institutes and breeding facilities across
the country.

As a result of the research, conducted at the experiment station, technical cooperation and support could be supplied
to national institutions.

The wax method for Hair loss down feathers was developed in conjunction with a wax company.

To clarify the role of the experiment station in duck breeding and research in Tokyo, we interviewed Mr. Minoru
Tanaka, the former director of the Edogawa Branch of the Tokyo Metropolitan Livestock Experiment Station and

summarized the history and activities of stations.

Keywords: Duck, Aigamo, Khaki Campbell, White Beijing, Tokyo Metropolitan Livestock Experiment Station Edogawa
branch
Bulletin of Tokyo Metropolitan Agriculture and Forestry Research Center, 17 : 91-104, 2022

*Corresponding author: Saegusa. hiroyasu @ iri-tokyo.jp
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