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Pruning method for street trees suitable for narrow streets and selection of
new shrubs for street tree planting strip

Hiroki Nagashima1 * . Shuto Fukuhara', Yuta Mitsuhashi’, Sumito Sato'

'"Tokyo Metropolitan Agriculture and Forestry Research Center

*formerly Tokyo Metropolitan Agriculture and Forestry Research Center

Abstract

Street trees in Tokyo have increased in size; as a result, improper pruning practices, such as topping, are commonly
performed by tree-pruning contractors. To address this issue, a cultivation trial was conducted using ten medium-sized
tree species considered promising for planting on narrow streets and for labor-saving management. Appropriate
pruning intensity was identified during the trial. Cerasus serrulata ‘Amanogawa’, llex pedunculosa ‘Harashima’,
Huodendron tibeticum, Magnolia “Wada’s Memory’, and Ilex integra ‘Ougon’ were identified as promising for narrow
street planting and labor-saving maintenance because they maintained desirable tree form even under minimal pruning.

Shrub species planted on street tree-planting strips were predominantly Rhododendron. Therefore, alternative shrub
species were explored. The cultivation trial identified Nandina domestica ‘Fire Power’ which is slow-growing, and
Rhaphiolepis indica var. umbellata f. minor, which has high ornamental value in both its flowers and foliage, as

promising shrub candidates.
Keywords: street tree, medium-sized tree, pruning, labor-saving, shrub
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