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Selection of semi-tall tree species suitable for planting between tall trees
in the streets of Tokyo

Hiroki Nagashima®”, Naoya Endo?, Keisuke Shibuya®, Sumito Sato*

! Tokyo Metropolitan Agriculture and Forestry Research Center
2 Tokyo Metropolitan Chuo Agricultural Improvement and Extension Center
3 General Affairs Division, Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs, Tokyo Metropolitan Government

Abstract

In the streets of Tokyo, planting semi-tall trees between tall trees is being implemented, but semi-tall tree
species suitable for such planting are not clear. It is expected that growth of semi-tall trees are inhibited because
the spaces between tall trees are considered to be under low light condition by various factors including tall trees.
We investigated the light condition of such spaces and revealed that many places were blocked out 60 - 85%
sunlight by tall trees, buildings and so on, so semi-tall tree species able to keep ornamental value under low light
condition seems to be suitable for planting between tall trees. Therefore, we cultivated candidate 12 semi-tall trees
under low light condition, and investigate growth and ornamental value. In the result, we selected Michelia figo
‘Portwine’, llex pedunculosa ‘Harashima’, Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’, Cleyera japonica ‘Variegata’ as
appropriate trees for planting between tall trees.

Keywords: road side tree, planting between tall trees, low light condition, shade, semi-tall tree
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