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Summary
Chieko Miyashita and Shunji Ishikawa (2007): Higher soil pH adaptability of interspecific hybrids between
highbush blueberry and rabbiteye blueberry.
Key words : Blueberry, interspecific hybrid, soil pH, breeding

Blueberries (Vaccinium spp.) require highly acidic soil (pH below 5.3) for best growth. The purpose of
study is evaluation of higher soil pH adaptability of interspecific hybrids between highbush blueberry (V
corymbosum L.) and rabbiteye blueberry (V ashei Read). Seedlings of hybrids and parental species were
grown in pot or soil culture with different pH from 5.0 to 7.0 for 2 years. The results showed that hybrids had
high vigor and higher soil pH adaptability like rabbiteye blueberries and the average dry weight and height
of hybrids at high pH were significantly higher than those of highbush blueberries. We suppose that the
hybrid seedlings screened at high pH are useful for breeding to improve highbush blueberry adaptability to
higher soil pH.
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