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Market Trend of Potted Plants in Tokyo :
Research and Analysis of Principal
Potted Plants at Ogikubo Herticultural Market
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Summary

The Ogikubo Horticultural Market is one of the leading horticultural markets in Tokyo. The
nature of volume and value of products handled at this market was surveyed. The annual total
arrival of flowers and plants, and an analysis of the average turnover and prices throughout the
year were closely studied. Especially, the annual total and monthly arrival and fluctuations of
prices in a year were analyzed.

The gist of the surveys is as follows :

1. The volume of garden plants handled at the Ogikubo Horticultural Market totaled 6, 180, 000
in 1960 ; %70,100, 000 in 1965, 218,800,000 in 1970. These figures showed an increase of 35
times during the past 10 years.

2. The variety of plants handled at this market exceeded 200. They can be divided into three
categories:----- i. e. potted plants, saplings, and large plants. The volume handled in 1970 totaled
1,130,000 potted plants, 60,000 cases of saplings, and 50,000 plants.

3. In value, 49% of the total was potted plants; 14%, foliage plants; 14%, saplings ; 21%, dwarf
plants (bonsai), and 2%, others. All in all, the number and volume of potted plants is very
large and they are cultivated principally at special nurseries.

4. The peak delivery of potted flowers from main nurseries during the year follows :

December : Cyclamen, Fairy primroses.
January : Polyantha primroses.
February : Azalea.

March : Florists cineraria.

July : Common gloxinia.

October : Pot mum.

5. The delivery of potted flowers in peak months is 30—60% of the annual total. Prices are
always maintained at the level of the annual average. This indicates that the demand for potted
flowers is large throughout the year.

6. The peak of demand and delivery for potted fiowers usually coincides, but the delivery of
cyclamen has usually been late, but recently it has been noticeably adjusted.

7. In the past seven years, the average unit price of garden plants has not fluctuated very much,
but shown a tendency to remain quite stable. The average unit price of pot mum and primrose
polyantha has generally become lower year after year.

8. With potted flowers, as the demand increases, the prices usually increase ; however, as the

production is increased, prices drop and are stabilized.





