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Effects of alteration of management to forest floor vegetation and environment of secondary
coppice forests in suburban area, Tokyo II. Forest floor vegetation

KUNO Haruko and ARAI Kazushi

Tokyo Metro. For. Exp. Sta.

Abstract : An appropriate management of the secondary coppice forests is necessary to maintain various forest
functions. The study was made of the characteristics of the forest floor vegetation caused by the difference of the
management in the suburban area of Tokyo. In the coppice forest abandoned for a long term, the number of the
perennial herb species and extent of vegetation cover was smaller than these in the managed forest. In the coppice
forest abandoned for a short term, the number and the cover of the perennial herb species was approximately the
same as in the managed coppice forest, but number of the trees and the extent of vegetation cover were increased
remarkably. Therefore, it was suggested that in the coppice forest with the rough removal of litter and undergrowth in
winter, there are habitats of various species of plants, especially of perennial herb species. The perennial herb has a
lot of species over large area of vegetation cover, and they compose forest floor landscape with their flowers. It was
considered that the forest floor management within five or six years would be able to restore forest floor vegetation.

Key words: suburban forest, coppice forest, forest floor vegetation, vegetation management, perennial herb



